PERSIAN WARS

By the year 800 BC the Greek city-states had too many people. Many people were out of work. The Greeks moved along the Mediterranean Sea to the east and west looking for new places to set up city-states. One place they built city-states was along the eastern side of the Aegean Sea. The Greeks living along the Aegean Sea did not like Persian rule. Persian dictators were trying to tax the city-states. 

War broke out over this. The first invasion took place in 490 BC. Darius I was the Persian King at this time. Darius I decided to conquer all of Greece. At first the Persians conquered everyone they met. Darius I sent advisers to Greece. Sparta and Athens refused his control and killed the Persian advisers. Darius I became very upset about this. He took his army to fight the Greeks at Marathon. Marathon was a beach 26 miles east of Athens. The Persians lost this battle. A runner was sent to Athens to tell Athenians the good news of the victory. (This is how the Marathon Race got its name.) The Persians were short on supplies so they had to return home after their defeat at Marathon. 

The second invasion of Greece by the Persians happened in the year 480 BC. Xerxes , Darius son, was the Persian King at this time. He gathered a huge army. This army attacked the Greeks at Thermopylae, a town just north of Athens. Three hundred Spartans under the leadership of Leonidas I fought in this battle until the last Greek fell. The Persians then headed to Athens. The Athenians received news of the approaching army. The people left Athens before the Persians reached the city. The Persians sacked then burned a portion of Athens. 

The Persians were finally defeated by the Greek navy in a bloody sea battle. Fewer than 400 Greek ships under the Athenian general Themistocles beat 1200 Persian ships. Xerxes went home after the defeat. However, he left a large army in Greece. The Spartans and Athenians fought the Persian army. The combined forces were able to beat the Persians. 

The Persian Wars lasted for twenty years. The Persians never fought the Greeks again. 

DELIAN LEAGUE
After the Persian Wars, the Greeks wanted to make sure they were ready if the Persians ever returned. The Greek city-states formed the Delian League. 

The purpose of the Delian League was to put money into a shared treasury, to have on hand in case of war. It took money to make weapons and ships and to train men. The Greeks wanted to be ready to fund a war instantly.  The Delian League included 140 city-states who each contributed money and sent representatives to vote on issues and disputes.
Athens guarded the treasury. Corinth probably would have been a better choice for many reasons. First, Corinth was famous for being good with money. They had a bank. They were not constantly at war with Sparta, as was Athens. Athens and Sparta simply could not get along. But Athens did not ask to guard the treasury. They simply started collecting monies. Corinth was not happy about this, but they did nothing to stop it.  And Sparta could care less who held the money - they just wanted it protected. 

Pericles was a young and talented Athenian. He was a leader.  He  encouraged his people to build a wall to defend the city of Athens from attack should one come. At the same time, he traveled to Sparta, and convinced the Spartans to grant a peace of 30 years, to give everyone in the Greek world a chance to recover from the Persian Wars. That success made him famous in the ancient Greek world. Pericles was a persuasive speaker!

It was a time of great prosperity for the people of Athens. They were loaded with wealth. They were at peace. Art, poetry, philosophy, and architecture – everything flourished. They built wonderful buildings on the Acropolis, the rocky hill overlooking Athens. They were happy.

At first, Sparta was fine with Athens guarding the treasury. Athens only kept 1/60th of the money pouring in from the various city-states to pay for guards. They reported promptly to all the city-states on what money had been paid and by whom. But in a short amount of time, the treasury grew so large that even 1/6oth of it was a lot of money! Athens grew rich guarding the treasury of the Delian league.  Most of the city states were starving at this time due to poor soil and lack of trade routes after the Persian War. This wealth caused the other city states to support Sparta in wanting to take power away from Athens and war broke out between the city states.
In the third year of the war, more than half the people in the city of Athens died – not from fighting - from illness. People from the surrounding countryside had fled inside the city gates, fleeing Sparta attacks. The city was not prepared for that many people to live in Athens. There was not enough food.  They did not have a way to safely remove waste. It was a mess. 

One of those who died was the young leader who founded democracy, Pericles. Things got worse after that. Athens suffered from poor leadership and a lack of food. Finally, in April, in the year 404 BCE, Athens surrendered.. 

Despite the bitterness, the Spartans were generous. They did not level the town as Corinth and Thebes wanted them to do. Instead, they made Athens a satellite state under a Spartan oligarchy. It was the end of democracy in Greece.
Persian War review:

	In your own words in 6-8 sentences, summarize the Persians Wars and Delian League (who fought, where, when, why it was fought, outcomes):




Delian League Review: USE YOUR TEXTBOOK AND LIBRARY BOOKS TO HELP SUPPORT YOUR ANSWERS

	1. Why was the Delian League created?

2. Who was involved in the Delian League?
3. In your own words, define the PURPOSE of the Delian League.

4. Why did the Delian League fail?

5. What were the outcomes of the Delian League’s failure?



[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]



